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CONPIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 1836 

E.0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, KN, SN, MY 

SUBJECT: VISIT OP NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION 

REF: SINGAPORE 1016 

1 . DURING A MEETING AT MPA ON SEPARATE MATTER MARCH 3, 

AMBASSADOR ASKED MPA SECRETARY GENERAL ZAKARIA IP HE COULD 
SAY ANYTHING ABOUT NORTH KOREAN VISIT. ZAKARIA INDICATED 
THAT GOM WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED BY VICE PREMIER AND 
MINISTEROP TRADE KONG JIN TAE WHO IS LEADING A NORTH 
KOREAN DELEGATION CURRENTLY ON AN OPPICIAL VISIT HERE. 

ACCORDING TO ZAKARIA, KONG IS A "CHARMING MAN", HIS 
SPECIALITY IS INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC APPAIRS AND IN THIS 
CAPACITY HE SEEMS LESS DOCTRINAIRE THAN ONE MIGHT EXPECT; 

IN PACT HE APPEARS TO BE A GOOD ECONOMIST, ZAKARIA OPINED. 

HE ADDED THAT THE VISIT WAS GOING WELL AND HAD FOCUSSED 
ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON BILATERAL TRADE MATTERS. 

WHEN KONG MENTIONED THE IMPORTANCE, THE DPRK ATTACHES 
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TO REUNIFICATION DURING HIS MEETING MARCH 2 WITH 
PRIME MINISTER HUSSEIN ONN, HUSSEIN HAD REPLIED 
THAT THE GOM SIMILARLY HOPES THAT KOREA WILL BE 
REUNITED, AS LONG AS THIS PROGESS REFLECTS THE VIEWS 
OP THE PEOPLE OF BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA. 

2. ZAKARIA NOTED THAT KONG'S DELEGATION HAD EARLIER 
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MADE AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO BURMA AND AN UNOFFICIAL 
VISIT TO JAKARTA BEFORE ARRIVING HERE. SINCE THE 
SINGAPOREANS HAVE AGREED TO RECEIVE HIM, BUT NO 
EARLIER THAN MARCH 6. KONG AND HIS PARTY WILL 
REMAIN IN KUALA LUMPUR UNTIL THEN, ZAKARIA ADDED. 

3. SOUTH KOREAN EMBASSY HAS TOLD US THAT KONG AND 
COMPANY AT LATEST WORD WERE SCHEDULED TO DEPART FOR 
SINGAPORE LATE THIS MORNING (MARCH 6). 

MILLER 
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